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Special Note 










There's an end-of-the-season feel already, with the first slim tssue in many montas, 
Yot a "UST BOOK in the lot. Not even a DARK HORSE - though the Baroara Giles GKNTLE 
BUSH (Harcourt) is well above average level; George }fubort in JRIGINAL SIN (Houghton) 
proves himself a gifted story teller. Welcome back to Septimus Finch in Margaret 
Erskine's THE VOICE OF THE HOUSE (Doubleday). feborts in pages following. 









PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 


May 1 









Giles, Barbara THE GENTLE BUSH Harcourt, Brace 
$3.50 
* A newcomer among Southern writers- and one to welcome in her ability to see 







her fellow countrymen in rounded terms, as real Southerners, and the best of them, actu- 
ally behave. There's no glamourizing of the South, even though the period- the turn of 
the century - is too often done in romantic terms by most writers. This is a family 
story- of the venerated Durel's of Bienville, La. Michel dominates, overriding numerous 
members of the clan, including his elder brother, whose methods with the land and the 
ie people he will not tolerate. Forced to sell his inheritance, Michel takes his liber- 
alism into journalism. Paralleling the conflict between the brothers is the romance 
of their cousin Felice, who dares to love and marry Peter Boudreaux, Cajun, who is 
killed interfering in a lynching. There's romance and pageantry- (a touch of melodrama 
in Peter's ending)- there's charming nostalgia and tranquility, without sentimentality- 
there's flavorful reminiscing about the past, authentic and colorful. A full-flavored 
period regional novel, - an exciting first novel. 


May-29 Meee tae wm Icke 2¢ 
| ¢ 
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Redman, Ben Ray- “4. THE PLEASURES OF PEACOCK Farrar, Straus 
SO SO $400 
Specialists’ item, this, for that coterie who still quote Thomas Love Peacock 
and rank him high among satirists of all times. Few 20th century readers are familiar 
with any of his work; most students of 19th century English literature know him as an 
intimate of Shelley, a second rate versifier, and a novelist whose books are a curious 
mixture of satire, personal, social, political, and romance. Perhaps the chief claim 
to fame lies in the reflection of the times and the man himself. His barbed pen is 
directed against the established traditions, the thinking of his day; the gentry, the 
church, the worshippers of the classics - all come in for their share of satire, some- 
what veiled in the trappings of the established manner of the day. This collection - 
edited and somewhat abridged by Ben Ray Redman - includes the greater part of his seven 
novels:- Headlong Hall, Melincourt, Nightmare Abbey (in which Shelley is typed as hero), 
Yaid Marion (one aspect of the,Robin Hood legend), /ke ‘tisfortunes of Hlphin (where the 
Arthurian legend supplies the inspiration), Crotchet Castle (perhaps most obvious in its 
satiric implications), and Uryll range. Quite honestly, I question the possibility of 
dlp a Peacock revival. He hasn't that warmly personal human touch that makes Jane Austen 
and Anthony Trollope hardy perennials. Unfortunately, the galley proofs did not con- 
tain Mr. Redman's introductory material. 
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June 5 


Fenton, Edward THE DOUBLE DARKNESS Doubleday —_ 
$2.50 7° 

A first novel by a writer whose short stories have already had literary recog- 
nition. The talent here is distinct - there is a sharp sense of place, of mood, an 
imagery touched off by realism. The story is concerned with Athens, after its libera- 
tion, but still a fear-ridden, death-ridden city, and with the lance corporal who takes 
on the identity of the Greek he had not meant to kill. Wandering through the city, he 
spends a night with the effete, effeminate Pavlides, escapes, and is finally rescued by 
Maro, @ girl, who takes him to a house harboring blinded soldiers, a house of “double 
darkness", Falling in love with Maro, he joins the anti-British underground of which 
she and her brother are members. Eventually he loses her when all are forced into 
hiding, and gains his final freedom as he ships aboard a British vessel... A book for 
literary, perhaps, rather than popular appreciation. 


Bond, Raymond T.- £4. FAMOUS STORIES OF CODE AND CIPHER Rinehart 
$3.50 

A wisely and widely selected collection of short stories which provide mental 
sport and satisfaction and which derive their solutions from codes, ciphers, or crypto- 
grams. Whether authored by past masters or present, the stories here represent the more 
classical, correct genre of mystery fiction. They range from Edgar Allen Poe's The Gold 
Bug, to moderns as varied as Agatha Christie, Dorothy Sayers, Margery Allingham, E.C. 
Bentley, Lillian de la Torre, R. Austin Freeman, Anthony Boucher - and give the bow to 
O.Henry and Conan Doyle in due course. With introductory notes by the editor to place 
the contributors, the volume adds another anthological angle and will satisfy the 
strictest of standards of brain testing and teasing. Double market in mystery fans' 
section. 


June 10 


Demetrios, George WHEN GREEK MEETS GREEK Houghton, ge = 
2.75 

A series of vignettes, of Greeks and more Greeks, whether at home in mountain 
towns of Macedonia or in America, that reflect the character and thought of the author's 
people. There are short episodes, brief character sketches, long conversation pieces, 
memoirs; there is the humor of the folk tale; there is the sentiment of the emigrant; 
the pity of poverty, want and battle; there is the kaleidoscopic review of the many 
Greek characteristics. From tales of sculptor, miller, graveyard tender, poet-black- 
smith, Turk and gypsy, Albanian brigands, to Greek-Americans when as cooks they become 
gemblers, as peddlers they buy moving picture theatres, as waiters they confound with 
their scholarship, as dishwashers they provide for a son's medical education, as fellow 
roomers they outwit each other, as kitchen help they outsmart themselves. Character 
sketches and short stories, these combine to make real the interplay of personality 
and nationality, the qualities of the Greek at home and abroad. In no sense a war book- 
or even one that grew out of the war, but a book that- with Greece in the news, should 
help readers understand the Greeks better. Decorative chapter headings by the author. 


June 19 


Tabori, George ORIGINAL SIN Houghton, ieee 
2.75 
A new side of Tabori, whose Companions of the Left Hand and Beneath the Stone 
bear no resemblance to this story of Cairo and a man's revelations about the death of 
his wife...In three parts, each developing the roots of his fear, his constant evasion 
of the final truth;- the first retails the many causes of her suicide; the second 


describes the half-truth of the reasons why he murdered her; the third, the fundamental 


causes of his criminal act. A five day sand storm, the nerve-wracking khamseen, bring. 
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to a climax the relations of Tristan and Adela, and the affairs of their pension, Malika 
Farida. There is the growing tension among their tenants, Adela's failing health, the 
appearance of an old friend, a Greek, the effect of the new houseboy, Zouba, on the 
pension, on Adela, and finally Tristan's total recall on the death of his father and the 
desperate fear of remeeting the Greek...all these contributing to the fact of murder. 

A definite orchestration, as more and more of the past is revealed, as ‘reason after 
reason is projected, amplified and bolstered, as characters and incidents and conversa- 
tions fall into place, as the town and the weather act in turn on the people. Tight, 
effective, this underscores Tabori's ability to tell a story, to portray character. 

A novel for the discriminating taste- for top-drawer crime addicts. 


June 16 


Roumain, Jacques ' MASTERS OF THE DEW Reynal & — 
2.50 

A leading Haitian poet and novelist, militant champion of the masses (up to 

his recent death)- here represented in a polemic, with a pagan lyricism, of the dark- 

skinned, superstition and poverty ridden people of Haiti. Returning to Haiti from 

Cuba after fifteen years’ absence, Manuel brings with him a spirit of resistance and 

rebellion, a determination to rescue his people from their famished existence from an 

earth which has gone dry. Finding a new source of water, he becomes the “master of 

the dew", is killed by an old opponent because of his love for Annaise, daughter of an 

enemy family, but leaves his people reconciled and salvaged...A limited market. 


Jone—218 5/7 


Mitchell, Ronald DESIGN -FOR NOVEMBER Harper 
$2.5075 
Report repeated from P. 579 of the bulletin of 11/15/46 as follows:- "A subtle,,. 
Slow-moving novel of the people of a college community in the midwest who are burdened 
by loneliness, conventionality or insecurity, and the extremes one ambitious woman can 
reach in her drive to get ahead. Catherine, after losing the man she wanted, marries 
Sam, an art instructor, who is the victim of her ambition and pride as she prods him to 
get ahead, and eventually murders his rival for a position in the art department. Her 
crime goes undetected for months, but her guilt tortures her into a confession to Sam, 
and contributes to her death in childbirth. A competent, if somewhat ineffective though 
sympathetic treatment of the economic drudgery of the intelligentsia." 


Shaw, Harry & Davis, Ruth- é£ds. AMERICANS ALL Harper 

! $3.00 
* An exceptionally interesting collection of short stories - entirely apart from 
the basis of selection. I approached it with a somewhat half-hearted awareness of the 
values incident on bringing together human pieces about the peoples that make up the 
melting pot that is America. As I read, I realized that there is scai'cely a second rate 
story in the lot. Those who like collections of short stories will find these top rank- — 
ing, with some of the best done by authors whose names in themselves are little known. 
Among familiar names are the Papashvily's, David DeJong, Saroyan, Stephen Vincent Benet, 
Peul Green, Willa Cather, Sinclair Lewis, Louis Adamic. But the selling point is that 
the stories are first rate, and that in their totality, they present Americans in the 
making,- Russian, Filipino, Portugese, Dutch, Serbian, Austrian, Pole, Armenian, Jewish, 
Icelandic, Irish, Scandinavian, Italian, German, Slovak, Mexican, Czech, Hungarian, 
Chinese- and our own American Indian and American Negro. Some of the stories were 
written as short stories. Others are chapters and incidents drawn from longer books. 
There's humor, romance, sentiment, adventure, an occasional note of bitterness, sound 
philosophy - and again and again, good story telling and a sense of people as individ- 
uals. There are paragraph biographical sketches of the authors at the close. 
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June 19 


Bassett, Sara Ware HEAD WINDS Doubleday 
$2.00 

Miss Phoebe Ann was Belleport's Miss Fixit, and, as the local dressmaker there 
was no problem too little or too big that Miss Phoebe Ann couldn't cope with. She man- 
ages to iron out the difficulties of Joan Jepson's love for Clive Weldon, a wealthy 
summer transient, capably assisted by Selma, Phoebe Ann’s good companion, and proves 
Joan's heart belongs somewhere else. Miss Bassett's perennial themes of happiness in 
unselfishness, her happy-ending romances have an established audience, though the diet 
is somewhat bland for the selective reader. 


Dow, Dorothy Minerva SUDDEN MORNING Doubleday 
$2.50 
There's nothing very new here, nor very high class either, in a story of the 
regeneration of a writer who fell for the fleshpots. But it's readable enough though 
it lacks the refinement demanded by conservative tastes. Alex Lake, after a year of 
amnesia, comes to in a hospital bed where he recovers mentally to a remembrance of his 
past. There was the too. easy success as a writer; the facile charm with women; the 
affair with Nancy who took him seriously - and got disgusted with his drinking, his 
commercializing of his talent; the meeting with Candace, responsible for the suicide 
of a friend, and the violent infatuation which sustained him through the separation 
during the war; the return to Candace, and her expensive, exaggerated world where 
only money counted; the houseparty - and the shooting- which brought on the. amesia; 
the realization too late that it was Nancy who really mattered. A certain wordliness 
here and a more than liberal amount of liberal morals will give this a certain vicar- 
ious appeal in many quarters. Women chiefly; rentals. ‘'Ware- P.L.'°s. 


Tallant, Robert MRS. CANDY AND SATURDAY NIGHT 7//7 Dentneais 
2.50 
The market for Suds itn Your Eye,will feel a kindred spirit in Mrs. Candy, her 
dead husband's ghost, her range of roomers, worthy companions to Mrs. Feeley, Mrs.Ras- 
mussen, Miss Tinkham. But there are marked variants. Mrs. Cendy lives in New Orleans; 
her problems, beyond her zest for a good party and drinking, have little in common with 
the Californians. Mrs. Candy, faltering on her way to a second marriage, is confronted 
by a social welfare worker, and her hungry companion; by a couple whose fighting leads 
to an elopement; a despairing, lonely girl, and a hard-drinking, lonely boy. Mrs. Candy 
is further confounded by the appearance of Mr. Candy, who does not help matters when he 
decides to join in the festivities of the impromptu Saturday night party. What with 
killjoy neighbors, with police arriving, with a good fist fight and a near suicide, 
Mrs. Candy is lucky to get her man - and lose her haunting....This lacks the happy, 
light-hearted touch and the high-tempered fun of Suds, but it does have a not unlike 
assembly of characters, more deeply investigated, along with the succession of inci- 
dents, amusing, tender, sometimes impossible, that round out into a palatable tale. 
Voodoo in New Orleans and Gumbo YaYa introduced Robert Tallant to a wide fellowship. 


Doremus, T.D. FLAW DEXTER // A,M,P. Little, 7 
2.50 
A sere, satiric novel of a rather limited, literary circle, none of whom 
hold any particular charm. The interest is centered on Harry Hutcliffe, a perennially 
popular novelist and chronic alcoholic. Hutcliffe, after years of seclusion in Boston, 
goes to New York to visit his mother, and to see his scarcely known son, Fergus. Prod- 
ded by his mother, he leaves for Europe with Fergus, with his missionary brother, and 
amilch goat. In Europe, he stays with a Polish general, ancien regime, meets the 
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reported dead son of an old friend, tries to send him home, and eventually returns to 
America with his son, who is ready to start his first novel,- Flaw Dexter... There's a 
certain cleverness here, but directed at such a bizarre, bijou circle of eccentrics that 
there is little conviction - and, for this reader anyhow, complete lack of interest. 


June 19 


Derleth, August- £d. THE NIGHT SIDE i os 
3.50 

Twenty three tales of the eerie and the evil, of nightmare, spectral worlds, of 
possessions, apparitions, and other phantom phenomena. This is the third in a series,- 
Sleep No More and Who Knocks? The stories in this volume are largely unfamiliar, so 
those whose appetite is all-consuming, will welcome new material. Among the better 
known contributors are H.P. Lovecraft, Marjorie Bowen, Arthur Machen, Walter de la Mare, 
Lord Dunsany; but in the main, the authors are unknowns. For special flavor, try Mar- 
jorie Bowen's Nightmare; Ray Bradley's The Smiling People; Robert Bloch's fnoch. Num- 
erous anthoJogies have been published for this reviving interest in gothic tales of the 
uncanny; this serves to amplify this particular taste. 


Hamilton, Donald DATE WITH DARKNESS a 
\ 2.50 

Sub-titled "A Novel of Suspense”, this is a variation of the chase and provides 
a fair amount of synthetic stimulation in the story of Branch, young Navy officer on 
leave, and the girl, Jeanette, he picks up on a train, sleeps with, and gets involved 
with in a series of inexplicable incidents. Warned out of town by a private detective, 
held up for money by Jeanette, Branch leaves with her, and becomes the target of the 
anti-Vichy vigilantes who are pursuing her. He helps her against his better judgment 
in the rescue of her husband; he is twice the victim of her enemies; he saves her, but 
pulls out for once and all...Intricate intrigue, with some explicit amatory touches--- 
this is a very good time passer, with double in sale for the mystery market. 


June 23 ¥ 


lewis, Hilda STRANGE STORY Random House 
Vv $2.50 

A queer story, with something of the Francis Iles' quality, as the making of a 
crime is constructed before the reader's eyes. An unusual psychological study of twins 
is involved:- Rose, the staid and brittle one, unable to break through her icy restraint 
and distaste; Lil, giddy and shallow and pleasure-loving, less dependent on Rose than 
Rose on her. Then Lil marries Ron, the man Rose thought she hated, and Lil becomes a 
slattern, quarrelsome, debauched, until she boasts once too often of getting her small 
son drunk, and Rose strikes - and accidentally kills her. ‘he balance of the story 
follows the involutions and convolutions as Rose tries to escape the results of her deed, 
only to find herself enmeshed in lies-and Ron charged- and convicted- for the crime. At 
the close, the old eye for an eye philosophy of eternal punishment works out as Rose has 
to sell herself to the man who could smash her alibi. An unpleasant story- well done. 


June 2? 


Wiechert, Ernst FOREST OF THE DEAD — 
This is a more significant piece of writing than his The Girl and the Ferryman 
(Pilot Press- P. 107- bulletin 2/15) - a book that grew out of the bitterness of his 
own experience as a prisoner of the Nazis in Buchenwald. This is the story of a German 
poet, who in his integrity resisted the pressure of the Third Reich in 1938. Asa 
political prisoner, he saw all freedom vanish, experienced all the infamies possible, 
and in Buchenwald, saw the cruelties suffered by the Jews. The perversions of a slave 
state, the mental tortures and lower depths, are feelingly depicted, as the poet, 
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Johannes, realizes the terrible road to which his country and his people have committed 
themselves. The physical ruination by Nazi forced labor is grimly described, and with 
the complete collapse of his health, through the efforts of family and friends, he is 
released at the cost of silence. Following the author's own, personal experiences, this 
is virtually autobiography, but the third person technique provides a more objective 
telling of the story, a finer delineation of the despair, which is lightened, infrequent- 
ly, by the unpredictable help, friendliness and wholesome beliefs of some of his com- 
panions in misery. Not in hatred, nor in the hot flame of anger, this constitutes an 
epitaph to the prelude to the last war. (Excellent translation by Ursula Stechow) 


June 7? 
Nabokov, Vladimir BEND SINISTER Holt 
| $2.75 
* One of the most intriguing novels we've seen for some time, unfortunately 


hampered by a slow, rather bewildering start. Here is superb satire, biting, never 
blatant, in parts poetic--the whole more effective than any bombast and bitterness 

could arouse... The hero, Krug, is a professor of international renown. He loses his 
wife just as a dictator, whom he'd known at school as an unpopular boy, takes over. But 
his preoccupation with his grief and worry over his boy eclipses all realization of what 
this dictatorship might mean. As his friends are arrested- in some of the most quietly 
savage scenes imaginable - he begins to worry about his son's fate. Then the new regime 
offers him security if he will proclaim his support. He refuses- and in a horror scene, 
the boy is taken away and killed, and the story ends with Krug mad. In spite of a spate 
of such stories, this has a violence and immediacy that is impressive. And yet, unless 
it gets the backing of individual enthusiasm, it probably wont sell. 


Habe, Hans AFTERMATH 4/?’ Viking 
is | a ; $3.00 

A capably handled story of Germany after defeat, which shows a Germany still 
alien to the well-meaning, if not always well-administered, attempts of the democracies 
to convert her to democracy. It is done through the story of two men:- Peter Olden, born 
in Germany, becomes an anti-Nazi at 23, goes to America and marries superficial, social 
Patricia who was busier with her benevolences than with him; he goes back to Germany with 
the OSS. After the peace, he meets again Maria,vhom he had once loved, and whom he now 
knows should have been his wife. He jeopardizes his military career for her, and even- 
tually secures a divorce to return to Germany where he will continue to work for the 
concepts of America. Secondarily, it is the story of Major Stroud, a man of fifty odd, 
and the Polish girl who becomes his mistress, bears his child, but does not separate him 
from America or his family...An able, but perhaps not an outstanding, piece of work, 
which combines political issues with romantic interests. It lacks the terrific impact 
of his earlier work, 4 Thousand Shall Fall, bute if it can override the hesitancy of the 
public to read about problems arising from the war, it should have considerable sale as 
a human interest story of today. 


UNITED 8Y CRIMES 
Special Note ~- double check a number of titles above in this issue which should have 


plus sale in the mystery section, specifically these;- FAMOUS STORIES OF CODE AND 
CIPHER, ORIGINAL SIN, DATE WITH DARKNESS and STRANGE STORY. 
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April 15, 1947 Mysteries 
April 16 
Long, Manning DULL THUD Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


$2.50 

Liz Parrott and her cat, I-Am, a houseful of women (cattier and I-Am), with 
and without men in the service, and murder- as Liz is off to one of her entertaining 
races against the killer. Her new room-mate leaves much to be desired, her relations 
with her fellow roomers have their ups and downs, as she forces them to reveal how 
they have been blackmailed, and her bookshop suffers as she concentrates on the 
killings. It is the arrival of her husband that sets her off in a final fling of 
sleuthing which pays off. Sharp scratch and bite school. 


June 19 


Bradley, Muriel AFFAIR AT RITOS BAY ee 
2.00 
Dan Garnett, top script writer for Prince Studios, and Katie Jerome, his ex- 
otic secretary, type up more than just a good story at Ritos Bay, when they discover 
murder in the midst of their own coterie. In the process of untangling the threads, 
Dan erases some old illusions, Katie wises up emotionally, and Caroline Warrens, who 
had been Dan's ideal, finds out you can't buck established social mores and win. 
Strictly gun-kissed production laid in California- racey- fast paced- not too hard 


to take. 


Erskine, Margaret THE VOICE OF THE HOUSE Doubleday 
$2.00 
* The first Septimus Finch story since 1939, here he is.accompanied by all the 


trappings of mysterious atmosphere in Lorne Abbey, home of the Melfaunts, divided in 

distrust and hatred by inheritance. When heir-apparent Giles learns that Septimus 

is from Scotland Yard, he wants him to stay, though the local police could do without 
him. The question of an earlier death, of the murder of a would-be heir, the secrets 
of the isolated house, the secrets of the humans in it - these Septimus disarmingly, 

determinedly, ferrets out. Fastidious Crime Club selection. 


14 
June 3 


Tilton, Alice THE IRON CLEW Farrar, pe 

2.50 
Leonidas, a suspect in flight, after finding a Man of Distinction corpse, 

is confronted by a miscellany of decorative clues, characters and accomplices in avoid- 

ing encounter with the law. From A to Z there are mink coats, dinosaur's footprints, 

Leonidas in ladies’ dressing rooms, monkey eating ice-cream, etc. etc. Leonidas plays 

spider to a very wary fly, and stage manages a high finale. No Witherall-ing on the 

vine here. 
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Note:- Meagre fare, not bad,-:not good, with little. that ts above: average in interest 
and virtually nothing for a predictable market. A certain charm for the conservative 
market in Gultelma Alsop's DEER CREEK (Vanguard); autobiography for the drama minded 
reader in THESE THINGS ARE MINE by George Middleton (Macatllan); material of current - 
and controverstal—- interest in Israel Epstein's THE UNFINISHED REVOLUTION OF CHINA 
(Little,. Brown); companion piece. to the popular MY CHINESE WIFE in Karl Eskelund's 

MY DANISH FATHER (Doubleday). No books for all outlets or large markets. See reports 
under Problematical Books below. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 


May 5 
Engel, Leonard & Piller, Emanuel WORLD AFLAME Dial 
The Russian-American War of 1950 $2.00 


Exploiting the present political- and popular- mistrust of Russia, this is 
@ chauvinistic, terroristic picture of a "world aflame" in the fifth year of the war 
with Russia, 1955. This covers the progress of this war- in its various theatres- (Ger- 
many, Asia, the Arctic)- to the United States where 35 million will die; the use, by 
both countries, of atom bombs, chemical and bacterial weapons, from virus flu to uncon- 
trollable cancer, cholera, etc., etc. It is of course a picture of a war to end all 
wars, a fairly strident cry havoc which we think as harmful,.as it is not- and we quote- 
“prophetic”. However the publishers seem to have both conviction and confidence and 
are starting off with a first printing of 25,000 and major advertising. 


May 8 


Hutton, Bud & Rooney, Andy CONQUEROR 'S PEACE —— 
1.50 

A sharp, uncompromising and undeluded picture of Europe today and what 

has resulted from our investment in blood, time and money, as seen by the authors of 

The Stars and Stripes (Rinehart). The France of today- a France considerably less 

grateful than it was a year ago....our greatest investment, the dead and the cemet- 

eries of this war. Germany- where the damage was so much greater; the Occupation, 

with loot, murder, rape- frequently committed by the G.I.'s - with traditionally 

bad American manners in full evidence, with the black market still in operation. 

The question of fraternization, and now of intermarriage; the German attitude- de- 

spair, bleakness, docility in the face of superior power, but still incomprehension 

of democracy, and personal exoneration of guilt. The typical German home town today; 

the D.P.'s - the “world's saddest story for all time"; the German crime-largely one 

of negligence...This is an overall of Occupation today, aggressively critical but 

undoubtedly justifiable, and a necessary counterbalance to official optimism, to 

public indifference and apathy. Much that needs to be said- but who will read it? 


May 13 


Walsh, William Thomas OUR LADY OF FATIMA ene 

2.50 
Let's consider this first for a general market - then for a specific- 

ally Catholic market....Here is the story of a modern Bernadette of Lourdes, done 

by a sympathetic and believing reporter who has based his findings on personal in- 

terviews with survivors of the strange happenings in Portugal, back in 1917 - and 

on personal records, memoirs written by a lay sister of the Institute of Saint 

Dorothy, who was the Lucia, child of the miraculous visitation. Three children, sheep 

herders, six times saw the figure of The Lady (supposedly the Virgin Mary), heard 

her speak, heeded her prophecies, accepted the warnings of World War II, and 

witnessed the miracle shared by 70,000 on the barren plain of central Portugal. 
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The menace of Communism and the position of the Catholic Church (from the Spanish Civil 
War on) is stressed - in fact so sharply defined that it suggests this as the reason why 
Sister Maria Das Dores'anonymity is at last lifted. The story is told in oddly unemotion= 
al terms, while at the same time it seems wholly subjective, couched in phraseology that 
is unfamiliar to non-Catholics. There is none of the fundamentals of spiritual truth 
which make fhe Song of Bernadette a book for all faiths and creeds. The three children 
seem instruments of the miracle, they suffer persecution, doubt, reviling, within their 
homes and village ~ but the reader stays oddly remote, and untouched, even when the death 
of two of the children is described as ecstasy at translation to the kingdom of heaven 
for which they yearnedeooeoA Catholic reader says:- "As a Catholic I firmly believe in 

the appearance of the Blessed Virgin at Fatima... the dogma and doctrine in the book are 
sound. This does not save the book from failure because of its pedestrian prose, saccha~ 
rine comments and cliches; its failure to arouse spiritual feeling". 


May 15 


Coombs, Anna Olssom MODERN SWEDISH COOKBOOK Ao Ae Wyn 
$2.50 


Oddly enough, this is- so far as I know- the only Swedish cookbook in English - 
and that, when Swedish specialties have for years held high honors. The thing that dis- 
tinguishes this from the average run-of-the-mill cookbook with a foreign flavor, is that 
the author has wisely included little that might be found in any cookbook, md kept to 
dishes characteristic of her homeland. Her food lore is colored with bits of Swedish 
custom and folklore, tales of the origins of terms and methods. Liberal space is. given 
to items that make up a typical Swedish Smorgasbord; sweet soups, for dessert, are in- 
cluded in the Soup section; unusual ways of preparing fish, meats, vegetables; Swedish 
breads, cakes and cookies, and delectable sounding desserts. Suggested menus give new 
fillip to the housewife's imagination. One is inclined to agree with her husband's 
suggestion that the book be titled, "Damn Good Food", | 


May 26 v 


Davis, Eileen HAPPINESS AROUND HER Random House 
¥ $2.50 

Minor memoirs, but with a very special, tranquil tone, which should command an 
audience among older readers. Sub«-titled "A Tapestry of Youth", these are pieces of con- 3 
siderable charm and gentleness of a childhood in a prairie railroad town some years ago, 
of the people who came and went, and of her parents and the disparity which was a con- 
stant in their relationship. Thrifty, matter of fact, methodical in temperament, her 
mother could never accept her husband's Irish imagination and impracticality, the love 
of dancing which he had given up to marry her, its resurgence in their child. Here were 
the casual acquaintances who left their mark - her Aunt Bridget, excluded by her mother, 
who intervened in her interest; Eulalie, the roomer, who brought “happiness around her" 
and lent a special enchantment appreciated by both father and daughter; Mrs. Ward, a 
divorcee, with a red car; Mrs. Orlecky, who had been to Paris and was too alien for small 
town tastes, and so on. Good special bit of American life. 








May 27 





Marsh, Irving To. & BEST SPORTS STORIES OF 1947 Dutton 
Ehre, Edward- éds. $3.00 


It is hard to believe that as exciting a year in sports as 1946-47 has produced | 
no better sports stories than the average included in this disappointing collection. A 
few thrillers do not raise it to the level of its forerunners. The stories fall into 
three categories:< news coverage, feature stories, magazine stories. The closest the 
judges come to agreement is on Jimmy Cannon's Lethal Lightning, the story of the second 
Louis-Conn fight, which is a crackerjack. There are several good baseball stories, a few 


on football and adequate coverage only on other sports. 
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May—2F oo we 


Hoffman, Arnold FREE GOLD: The Story of Canadian Mining Rinehart 
$5.00 - 

From a quarter century of prospecting, with his brother Bob, the author writes 
first hand, locally gathered, tales of Northern mining. Emphasizing the rise and growth 
of the industry, this is the human side of the picture. “Meet the boys” - mine makers, 
prospectors, engineers whose efforts brought out the Noranda, the Hollinger, the Flin 
Flon, the Yellowknife and other mines, the promoters and financiers who backed the playse 
There are the factual notes on Canadian mineral potentials, on the frontiers, science, 
the search for ore, individual enterprise encouraged by the government. With the re- 
vival of tg Bonanza (Knopf - P. 114), this fills a very masculine place in its virile 
history of personal, business and adventure material. Ill'd. 


Alsop, Gulielma DEER CREEK Vanguard 
$3.00 

Family reminiscences that are a far cry from the current crop of high-pitched, 
highly colored memories of eccentric relatives. In contrast to the latter these seem 
subdued, bute in their way= provide a pleasant change, a quiet, heartening picture of 
family life. For the author writes of her grandmother May and the years of summer holi- 
days at Deer Creek, Pennsylvania; of their household in Brooklyn Heights, where her 
father was rector of St. Ann's Episcopal Church. This is the Victorian '90's < and 
after; the standards of discipline, manners, and the acquiescence of the four children; 
the unlimited detail of the childhood pattern. Here is a wmifying factor in the love 
of Grandmother's stories of the past and their relatives, in their pride in their 
father's calling, their savoring of his learning and his participation in their pleas- 
ures, in their interests and activities at home and in the church, in their games and 
pursuits, even in their recognition of their differences. There is no darkening of the 
picture by mature re-consideration, no criticism of the concept of the times - md the 
whole portrait will have particular appeal for its own generation <- and for those younge- 
er people who like to savor the past. Of particular local (Brooklyn Heights) interest - 
and for Barnard College graduates and students, as the author is well known to two 
generations of them as Medical Officer. 


June 3 L 


Middleton, George THESE THINGS ARE MINE er 
5200 

A spirited autobiography of a well-known man of the theatre, a book of interest 
to all lovers of the drama, to drama courses, drama clubs, and those who enjoy personal 
memoirs of stage personalities and welletold anecdotes of great figures of the stage and 
dramatists past and present. Middleton takes us behind the scenes on the period when 
American drama was coming of age; he shows how the star-system then prevalent operated, 
how the trade of tailoring vehicles to suit the stars was conducted, and how he develop- 
ed the art of collaboration for which he became famous. Through his happy marriage to 
Fola La Follette he became interested in the social ideals of this politically-minded 
family, and this influence is evident in some of his plays. He will be best remembered, 
however, as author of the smash hit, polly with a Past, and for the social vehicles in 
which he launched Ina Claire. His outstanding contribution, in the eyes of stage folk, 
is his fight for a basic contract, his story of the organization of the Dramatists' Guild, 
and his trip to Europe to line up leading European dramatists. Vivid reading. 
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June 6 


Mann, Thomas ESSAYS OF .THREE DECADES rig 
00 
Sixteen essays, a rich course in European literature, for he writes not only of 
the specific personalities he has chosen, but abundantly of their contemporaries, their 
place in history, in the arts. Brilliant scholarship, profound philosophical as well as 
historical content, these essays are, for my choice, Thomas Mann's security in the hall 
of fame. I felt that when I read his slighter volume, Past VYasters, ten years and more 
ago. A few of those essays are reprinted here ,-one on Lessing, one am the Sufferiny and Greatness 
of Richard wagner, A good quarter of the text is concerned with Goethe, with essays and 
lectures done over some six years,- Goethe's Faust, voethe's Career as: a Man of Letters, 
Goethe and Jolstoy, etc. He brings into awarenéss of the uninitiated such figures as 
Chamisso (I knew only his Peter Schlemihl), Theodor Strom (I studied /mmensee but other- 
wise would have groped for knowledge of him). He writes of Schopenhauer, of The Old 
Fantane, of Kleist's Amphitryon. And he closes with an essay entitled Voyage with Von 
Quixote, a diary of the trip to America, a voluntary exile from a country that had sold 
out to Hitler... For students of literature. 


June 18 Vv 





Gordon, David L. & THE HIDDEN WEAPON Herper 
Dangerfield, Royden $3.50 v 


Record and reference material, by the former Chiefs of Blockade, Division of 
Foreign Economic Administration, this is a general, and not too statistical, account of 
economic warfare as it was directed toward cutting off the Axis from its sources of 
supply. The early history of the principles and practices of the blockade; the first 
steps in this war ('39-'4O) of the paper blockade; blockade running and the control of 
smuggling; the neutrals, and the pressures and techniques applied to Sweden, Switzerland, 
Spain, Portugal and Turkey. The exceptions to the blockade,- food relief, financial 
warfare and the neutralization of Axis funds, black lists, restrictions; British-American 
cooperation and integration, and the politics of economic warfare; what was accomplished 
by these methods- and what the neutrals gained by non-belligerence...An itemized account 
of specific incidents and measures in one undiscussed field of warfare. 


Epstein, Israel THE UNFINISHED REVOLUTION OF CHINA ,/ Little, nie 
3.50 »* 
A bitter and angry book, packing a terrific punch - presenting an enormous 
amount of information, frequently colored- almost inevitably- by the evident bias of the 
author, but perhaps for that very reason challenging the interest. The charges laid at 
the door of the Kuomintang and Chiang Kai-shek himself indicate the fact of collabora- 
tion, almost continually with Nazis and Japanese, even to the present when some Japanese 
troops are being used against the Communists in Northern China; indicate, too, a long 
range emphasis on elimination of Communist forces and rule, at times to the exclusion 
and always to the detriment of active aggression against the Japanese. He contrasts in 
impressive detail the retrogressive steps of the government controlled areas and the ex- 
pansion on all levels, despite almost insuperable obstacles, in the areas liberated by 
the Communists. He charges, too that America is out on a rotten limb; that we are blind 
to the vitality of revolution- “new style", and the rottenness of Chinese feudalism; that 
Western powers prefer 4 strong man in the forces of reaction, while ignoring the demands 
and rights of the middle of the road progressives. The Stilwell case brought the issue 
into the open; concessions were made, and the Hurley- Wedemeyer program was given the 
green light. The book is not wholly controversial; much of the space is devoted to 
historical survey, tracing China's revolutionary history from way back to the present. 
Epstein clearly feels the end is not in sight -- and that we must face facts, or sacri- 
fice the good will of Asia. 
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June 19 


Eskelund, Karl MY DANISH FATHER Doubleday _ 
$2.00 OV 

My Chinese Wife's father-in-law tells his story, through his son, and fills in 
much of the background of the earlier book, making plausible his three wives, his: com- 
pulsion to leave Denmark, wife and two children. Out to Siam to build up a practice as 
a dentist, he found favor with the royal family and knew the success that followed their 
approval. From Bangkok to Shanghai, a succession of romantic affairs, two more wives, 
and the meeting with his hitherto unknown son - Niels Eskelund's story is, for all its 
professional end amatory aspects, modestly told, gently philosophical, quietly amusing. 
The audience that found My Chinese Wife diverting will want to know more of the Eskelund 
family and will not be disappointed. Illus. 


Clapp, Margaret FORGOTTEN FIRST CITIZEN + Little, Brown 
$4.00 

Adulatory, and commendably so, biography of an American editor and diplomat, 
John Bigelow, who in his 90 years filled a place in American history that had little 
public acclaim, small historical award. From a poor, friendless college boy, to law, 
prison reform, politics, newspaper work, to consul general to Paris, Minister to Frame 
during the Civil War, his work in founding the New York Public Library, - he had many 
specific achievements and it is his public spirit, directed energies that show how 
important a single individual can be in local and world affairs. In this age of pres- 
sure and pace, a worthwhile reminder of the value of public spirit. 


June 27 


Oneal, James & AMERICAN COMMUNISM Dutton 
Werner, GoAo $5.00 


The greater part of this was published in 19273 now, twenty years later, with 
fear of communism rampant, this revision and reissue is sound publishing. The original 
text contained 13 chapters; those chapters have been brought up to date with a few minor 
changes and footnotes; nine chapters have been added, bringing the historical pattern 
into line, indicating post war trends, suggesting alternatives we must face ahead. There's 
additional source material in the appendix - official instructions for communist factions, 
the Constitution of the III rd International, Nazi-Communist Parallels, etc. There's a 
sharp difference in style, tempo, as well as content in the 1927 material and the 1946 
material. Where the first is specifically detailed in tracing the development, expansion, 
splits, and disintegration of successive communist infiltration efforts here = all handled 
so dispassionately as to seem dry and dull reading; the final chapters are angry, more 
dramatic, more personal. One gets a sense of history in the making; of a determination 
to put over the realization that, while their numbers are small, their processes are all- 
pervading,=- the body politic, industry, commerce, the unions, the arts, the press, and so 
on. At times, sweeping generalizations weaken the argument, as for instance "the united 
front developed into the United Nations and the Communists still are strong supportersec. 
the implication being that this too was created as their toole The “Innocents’ Clubs", 
the "transmission belts" media of fellow travellers; the capturing of the Socialists, of 
the CIO, of the American Labor Party- these are sure to bring controversial issues to the 
fore, for the authors seem to feel there is no possibility of error, even in degree. In 
the chapter devoted to the choice before us, they indicate that we are launched on the 
road of a mixed economy within the range of democratic policy and administration, and 
that=- so long as we know where the communists are boring from within - we can travel this 
road wisely, and avoid the peril of succumbing to revolution and totalitarianism, whither 


they would lead. 


" 
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Jwmis 77 





ON MY WAY HOME William Slcane 
$3.50 
Engaging postwar, vet perigrinations as the author, discharged from the 
Signal Corps at Camp Crowder, takes the challenge to go on his own as a civilian. 
This is the interim of travel, work, before he made up his mind to return to his New 
England home. His 25 year old curiosity took him to Utah, Nevada, the Sierras, Cal- 
ifornia, into jobs of all sorts, provided 4 rolling stone existence which gave him 
some answers to his questions. The carry-over of Army know-how, the adjustment from 
Captain with ribbons to plain Mr., the contacts with people at work, at play - this 
is told with humor, some defiant frankness. Revealing rather than antagonizing. 


Phenix, Richard 





















Kronenberger, Louis- Ed. THE PORTABLE JOHNSON AND BOSWELL Tie oer 
2.00 

Perennial interest in Johnson and Boswell should provide a ready market 

for this excellent addition to the Portable Library. The editor's aim is - not 

only to offer what he feels is representative of the best of both - but to restore 

a sense of balance in giving due recognition to Johnson as something more than a 

great conversationalist immortalized by Boswell, and to show him as biographer, 

critic, poet as well. Boswell, with half the space, is represented best by his own 

artistic- and creative- best, the biography, supplemented by bits from the pens of 

others which serve to show Boswell's own rare achievement in selection. Brief and 

pungent appraisals of the two men and their writings - the reasons for his choice 


of material intended to reveal mind and character as well as the best of their 
from the Journal of a Tour to the 

































work. From Boswell,- extracts from the Life, 
Hebrides ; from Johnson, the essay on Savage, on Pope, letters, poems, Preface to 
a Shakespeare, Conclusion to the Preface to the Dictionary. : 
THREE LATE ARRIVALS (practically published) 
Liebling, A.J. &d. THE REPUBLIC OF SILENCE Harcourt, Brace 
$4.00 


A selection of letters, personal narratives, excerpts from longer works, 
which reflect the years of the French resistance in the words of participants:- 
what they thought, wrote, what "life and death were like". Moving material, whether 
in the hands of enonymous writers or in those of Aragon, Vercors, Sartre, Kessel, 
Mauriac- covering chronologically the defeat, the beginning of resistance, its 
ramificetion on all levels; the traitors and the martyrs, the reprisals and the massa- 
cres, the liberation. This is both testimonial and memorial. Affecting reading. 


Knights, L. C. EXPLORATIONS George W. pari 
2.75 

A rather feckless volume of literary criticism, in a series of essays, 
mainly on 17th century literature. The critic is bent on the trivial aspect of the 
subjects he explores; he is more confounding than illuminating. His essay on Shakes- 
peare's sonnets, for example, sets forth the sequence in terms of changes and growth 
of technique and style; he completely ignores the contours of the sequence. Other 
essays deal with Macbeth, Hamlet, Bacon, Herbert, Henry James, Yeats, etc. 


Archibald, Katherine WARTIME SHIPYARD Univ. of California 
$3.75 
A documentary- with personalized touches- in a picture of the intolerance, 
He the insularity, the predominant racial categories, the “ghosts of feudal snobbery" 
a university teacher found in a wartime shipyard. There was prejudice on all levels; 
the labor unions provided the unifying factors; there was class consciousness, nation- 
alism, hatred of Britain - attitudes which made for common grounds. An interesting 
if disheartening presentation of prejudice in all strata,. given impetus by the acci- 


dent of wartime levelling out. 
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Nims, John Frederick THE IRON PASTORAL (Published) William Sloane -$2.50 
Hay, John A PRIVATE HISTORY (5/22) Duell, Sloan & Pearce -$2.00 
McHugh, Vincent THE BLUE HEN'S CHICKENS (4/14) Random House -$2.50 
Greenberg, Samuel POEMS (4/28) Holt | -$3.00 


Four volumes of poetry for the most part more curious than interesting. 
The best and by far the least strange is THE IRON PASTORAL. This is a sheaf of strong, 
rational, well-controlled verse about modern, and especially metropolitan, life, by 
& new poet who really knows how to handle his medium. His interests are compounded 
of city and academic associations - his expression of this combination is so virile, 
so masterly, that his work is outstanding. He could perhaps be likened to Karl 
Shapiro, though he is less mature. But like Shapiro, he is firmly rooted in a kind 
of sane, clean rationalism, which in these chaotic days, is a rod and a beacon. Nims 
is a new voice worth listening to.....In the not too strong ciass is A PRIVATE HISTORY. 
But if these somewhat lyrical verses are not strange, they are weak, obscure and 
rather inconsequential. The best ones relate somehow to the war; the other lyrical 
pieces, though they strive for effect, fail to achieve it. This volume is negligible; 
it arouses practically no emotion.... No one could exactly pass over THE BIVE HEN'S 
CHICKENS by McHugh. The title is arresting; McHugh says it is “an old American 
idiom, denoting rare and wonderful things - or, as in this case, persons". (Dela- 
wareans would offer another version of its origin.) ..If the poems in this book are 
not exactly “rare" and"wonderful", they have an air of rarity, of impassioned, though 
delicately indicated, madness. Nothing is quite clearly revealed, but splinters of 
genius are apparent; the moods are by no means always serious, one hardly knows whether 
or not the poet is spoofing - but there are glimpses of the moon. The metrical de- 
vices used are original, not always controlled, but of an individual music. Under 
the casual verses there is something rare. These are difficult poems to evaluate; 
they will elude most readers and interest a few. ....The most elusive of the four 
volumes is POEMS by Greenberg. This purports to be a selection from the manuscripts 
of a man no longer living, who was born in Vienna, came as a child immigrant to this 
country, grew up on New York's east side, practised music, art and poetry, and died 
about 1917. (All this is deduced from internal evidence.) In any case he wrote 
many of these so-called poems, though they never achieve form or style and are more 
nearly evocations, rather uselessly collected. A sensibility recording his sensa- 
tions, but without the necessary discipline or skill to master them. I think this 
volume is no addition to American letters. It is like having Rilke without his art. 


Two June Volunes 


Broomell, Myron H. THE TIME BY DIALING (6/21) Morrow -$2.00 
Nemerov, Howard THE IMAGE AND THE LAW (June) Holt -$2.00 
A newer voice is heard in Broomell. His poems have put in a wide appear- 
ance in such periodicals as The. New Yorker, Harper's, The Poetry Chap Books, etc. 
This is their first appearance in book form. The writer is young, intensely modern, 
somewhat witty and interested in the problems of time and space. He treats these 
with wit rather than solemity. Here is a post-war poet, perhaps worth watching. 
-..-Nemerov's collection of verse is of somewhat uneven quality, typical of the post- 
war pessimists. Too much of war-town Europe, too much of stone-bound New York, the 
result perhaps all too typically bloodless. There is one fine- and wholly unrepresent- 
ative poem at the end, which offers a note of virile faith. Nemerov is one of a host 
of post-war lamenters; his voice does not seem to me original, important nor promising. 
The volume will command a very limited audience. 





M.C. 








April 15, 1947 
PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


John Day 
Mbonu, 0.- I HAVE TWO COUNTRIES - from 5/8 to 5/22. Price from $2.75 
to $3.00 
Doubleday 
Echard, Margaret- THE DARK FANTASTIC - from 4/2k to 6/19 
Knedler, J.W.-Ed.- MASTERWORKS OF SCIENCE- from 4/2h to 5/8 
Powers, J.F.- PRINCE OF DARKNI“S- price from $2.50 to $2.75 
Stryker, L.P.- FOR THE DEFENSE- from 6/5 to 6/19 
Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
Croy, Homer- CORN COUNTRY- from 4/16 to 5/9. Price from $3.00 to $3.50 
Eisenschiml, Otto- THE ART OF WORLDLY WISDOM- from 5/2? to 5/21 
Kefauver & Levin- A TWENTIETH CENTURY CONGRESS- from 6/13 to 5/21 
Dutton 
Robinson, Charles A. Jr- ALEXANDER THE GREAT- definite date 6/23 
Grosset & Dunlap- 
Reprints- Motion Picture Tie In- ARCH OF TRIUMPH- Correct price $1.49 
Harper 
Bromfield, Louis- KENNY- price from $2.50 to $2.00 196 
Child Study Association- PARENTS' QUESTIONS- from 4/9 to 4/23 93 
Hale, W.H.- THE MARCH OF FREEDOM- price from $3.50 to $3.00 119 


Conarroe, L.H.- OFF MY SEA CHEST- from 4/28 to 5/15 150 
Kraft, J.L.- ADVENTURE IN JADE- definite date 5/2h 155 
Sylvester, Harry- MOON GAFFNEY- from 5/29 to 9/15 176 
Yashima, Taro- HORIZON IS CALLING- definite date 5/21 155 
Knopf 
McLaughlin, R.- THE SIDE OF THE ANGELS- from 5/19 to 5/26 170 
Thirkell, Angela- PEACE BREAKS OUT- from 6/6 to 5/19 199 
Michael S. Mill 
Goldsmith, Gene- MURDER ON HIS MIND- from 5/7 to 6/11 142 
Morrow 
Cunningham, V.V.- THE JUDGE IS FURY- from 5/7 to 6/11 124 
Putnam 
Johnson, T.H.-£d.- A MAN'S REACH- price from $2.50 to $2.75 206 
Rinehart 
Harre, T.E.- £d.-TREASURES OF THE KINGDOM- from 5/8 to 6/5 161 
Vanguard 
Goodman, Paul- FRANZ KAFKA- from 4/2k to 5/27 180 
Kling, E.B. & S.G.- Ads. -THE MARRIAGE READER- from 3/25 to 4/29 55 
Viking 
Putnam, Sumner- PARIS WAS OUR MISTRESS- from 4/28 to 5/2 181 
Whittlesey 
Beasley, N.- KNUDSEN- from 5/5 to 5/12. Price from $3.50 to $3.75 206 
Callahan, N.- THE ARMED FORCES AS A CAREER- price from $2.75 to $3.00 209 
Colvin & Duffin- 60 YEARS WITH MEN AND MACHINES- from 4/7 to 5/7. Price 
from $3.50 to $3.75 148 
Dalrymple, B.W.- PANFISH- price from $4.00 to $4.50 150 
Eidinoff & Ruchlis- ATOMICS FOR THE MILLIONS- from 5/? to 6/2? 208 
Frost, F.- WINDY FOOT AT THE COUNTY FAIR- from 3/31 to 4/21 100 
Herron, E.A.- ALASKA- from 5/? to 4/28 209 
Leigh, M.- COMRADE FOREST- definite date 5/7 136 
Pearson, V.-EVERYTHING BUT ELEPHANTS- definite date 5/12 209 
Wilson & Mitchell- ALONG THE MAINE COAST-from 4/30 to 5/14. Price from 
$3.75 to $3.50 150 
ANSWER PLEASE: THE SUGGESTION HAS BEEN MADE THAT ON THE AUTHOR INDEX WE LIST THE CHRIS- 
TIAN NAME FIRST, THE SURNAME SECOND-(I.K. ALICE BROWN, INSTEAD OF BROWN, ALICE) IN ORDER 
THAT THE SURNAME WILL BE MORE PROMINENT. WILL YOU LET US KNOW YOUR PREFERENCE? 
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DON’T GET THE BOOK TRADE JITTERS! 


Now is the time for positive standing up for the faith in the field you have 
chosen. And all of us who have gone into one phase or another of this thing we call the 
book business have done it with some measure of faith, of belief that through books we 
can serve the world we live ine During the war books became Big Business. Perhaps it 

was bad for us all -< we found a public avid and waiting. Perhaps some of us seized 
that opportunity of bringing others into our own land of enchantment; but too many of 
us were too busy - we thought the dream would last. 


It is not too late. The awakening is still there. But it needs our help if 
it is not to fade. That means we must know what the seekers want - and what we have to 
give them. Of course we are still “too busy” - but that is no real excuse. We must 
learn what to forego in order that we may meet this challenge. 


We don't pretend that we offer the sole answer. We do feel- confidently- that 
we can help you if you will let us. Are you using the Service for all there is in it 
for you? Let us venture to suggest a few ways - which you may have overlooked- in which 
we can be a silent partner in your venture. 


Perhaps you have thought of the Service primarily as an aid to selection - 
possibly as a stiffening of your sales resistance. Why not see it as a positive, as 
well as a negative factor in selection. Not- perhaps- on the big titles, on which you 
will make up your own mind. But.as a suggestion heree or there- of that off-the-track 
book you might have missed, a book that this reader or that would find meets a real 
need. Mark the pages of the bulletin- drop your customer a line about the book; he 
will feel you are a real friend. You'll build your reputation further as having a 
personal interest in giving the right book to the right customer. In having a shop- 
or a library=- where people can “discover” something for themselves. 


Have you used the Service to help you in "selling" your staff on the books 
they will have to deal with? The staff rarely has the opportunity to hear the pube 
lisher's traveler. You can suggest that the habit of taking the Service home at night 
twice a month will provide each one of them with “ammunition” for doing a better all 
round job on the floor. A half hour so invested will bear fruit - and pay dividends 
in good will, in making the job of selling more interesting. Encourage your staff to 
make themselves specialists - to pick their favorites from the books just ahead, 


The monthly Calendar is in itself a first aid to the busy staff. Perhaps 
there isn't time to read up on all the new books. But surely a check once a month on 
the reports on books brought together on the Calendar will provide a working knowledge 
on some 25 to 30 titles, broken down into categories, so that the inquiring customer 
will find each member of your staff ready with a variety of suggestions < rather than 
inclined to name only the obvious best sellers. Perhaps, too, you could post that 
Calendar on your rental library bulletin - or over a special bin of books - or in 
some place balancing the list of Best Sellers of the week. 


You might even let some of your best customers in on the secret of the Ser- 
vice. It flatters them to feel in on the know ahead of the book reviews. You'll build 
up advance orders that way... Or let your local woman's club book section chairman use 
the Service to help her pick the new books for the club library - or a review... 


You might even find that the Service earned its way - in a dozen directions, 
That it saved you time - and money - and was indeed a silent partner in your venture. 


The best of luck? 


(By the way, booksellers, if you are coming to New York for the Convention, please let 
us know. We like to feel we know our partners in this venture, too.) 
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PICTURE BOOKS 


Fisher, Marilyn- drawn by ROUNDABOUT BOATS & ROUNDABOUT CARS #1 Printed Arts Co. 
ROUNDABOUT FLOWERS & ROUNDABOUT DOLLS #2 371 Broadway, NYC 
ROUNDABOUT MOTHER GOOSE & ROUNDABOUT TOYS #3 Each $1.00 


These will undoubtedly prove to be good merchandise for the market demanding 
practical toybooks, lots of color, and an original idea. These have the advantages 
of the long-ago accordion books, with the added feature- tested with small children- 
of turning around at the end and opening up again, on a new set of pictures. The con- 
tent, in each case, has been based on careful testing with children. For example, 
in Roundabout Cas the pages showing the moving van, the fire engine and the dump truck 
proved virtually obstacles to going on to the next page, so popular did they prove. 
In Roundabout Mother Goose the ten rhymes selected were chosen on the basis of what 
amounted to a popularity poll. The books are bound in very heavy board and the pages 
are light board. A special feature is the multiple sewed binding. The rhymes are 
pretty poor poetry, but include the items that link them with the details of the pic- 
turese Pictures in color-fairly chromo type drawings, but again keyed to factual detail 
children like. Merchandise item for department stores, chiefly. (5/10) 


Rand McNally Cloth Books HERE AM I ~pictures by Nell Reppy Rand McNally 
SEE THE BEAR -pictures by Dean Bryant each $.75 
* 3 Sturdy cloth books are indeed welcome ~ and these are nice ones for the very 


young. The first title shows a child engaged in some simple activity on each brightly 
colored page. “I drink my milk" - "I take my nap" etc. The second title shows full- 
color pictures on each page of a cuddly teddy bear, a ball, blocks, a doll and so on. 
Size~- 8 x 10; 12 pages including cover; transparent envelopes. (Publ.) 


PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Beatty, Hetty Burlingame TOPSY Houghton, Mifflin 
$1.00 
A slight, breezy little book in the Wursery Book Series, printed in yellows, 
terra cotta and black. Topsy grows up very quickly, has friends and chooses Bingo, 
a big beautiful male, to spend many happy hours galloping over the hills. And one day 
the inevitable happens - Topsy has puppies. Cloth cover, small format. (6/3) 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD (5 to 8) 


Humphreys, Dena THE ZOO BOOK Holt 
$2.00 


Imaginative writing in the field of sound information distinguishes this from 
the run-of-the-mill zoo book. Clear photographs of favorite animal characters,- lion, 
kangaroo, llama, deer, elephant and so on = are sympathetically introduced in a text 
which catches the essence of their personalities in terms that have meaning for the 
youngster who listens to text read aloud. The fire-colored tiger whose black stripes 
make him seem flickery; the beautiful tiger who likes to be lonely and has had bad 
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manners, both are real characters when Dena Humphrey writes about them. Attractive for- 
mat - bright green jacket, cloth binding, 40 pages. Here's a photographic book which 
should take the hurdles that seem to be there for books of the type. (Publ.) 


Bechdolt, Jack FAIRY KITTENS Oxford 
$1.50 

Ever know a child who believed - or wanted desperately to believe- in fairies 
in the face of the stony disbelief of a practical, realistic family? Ginny was just 
such a child, and the miracle of pussy willows coming to life as miniature fairy kit- 
tens seemed an answer to a supreme faith. Even her C.P.A. mother and her business au- 
thority father and her scoffing brothers had to acknowledge that there were wee kittens 
all over the house. At the end, even Ginny realized the problems and a real kitten, 
which came as a gift from an understanding Irish policeman, brought a satisfactory end- 
ing. The Decie Merwin pictures in pastels are appropriate to the text, which has appeal 
for an increasingly limited audience. 32 pages. Cloth. (Publ.) 


Begg, John TWO LITTLE TIGERS AND HOW THEY FLEW Oxford 
_ $1.25 
Ronny, Donny and Lonnie were little tigers who lived uneventfully in a Florida 
z00-. Then one day they were invited to a party in New york. Lonnie was sick but Ronny 
and Donny decided to go anyhow. They flew in a plane- they visited the zoo- they slept 
in a hotel and they had the wonderful sort of time small children would enjoy. Nonsense 
tale- in 3-colors= 32 pages= cloth binding. (Publ.) 


Gustavson, Harry UP GOES THE HOUSE Oxford 
Ill'd by Elizabeth Ripley $1.25 
An instructive story of the building of a house, from the cutting down of the 
big trees to the planting of the little trees. Accurate- with nothing of the fanciful 
approach and correlated material of the Golden Book New House itn the Forest, which 
is better merchandise~ more book for less money. This is a bit pedantic, but it does 
follow the main steps of building just such a small suburban house as would be familiar 
to many small boys and girls. Square format- cloth binding- 2-color= good type. (Publ.) 


Hogner, Dorothy Childs BLUE SWAMP Oxford 
Ill‘d by Nils Hogner $2.50 

Little Yellow Bird is lured into the dangerous swamp and her friends, Chippy 
Whippy, Bun Rabbit and Skunky set out to rescue her. An adventure story in humanized 
terms -. frankly the kind of animal story I find hard to take. The text is intended for 
six and seven year olds, but the vocabulary and the format would make it difficult for 
beginning readers, so we are listing it for reading aloud. Cloth bindings full pages 
in color; decorative drawings on text pages in line; 48 pages. (Publ.) 


FIRST STEPS IN READING 


Norling, Jo & Ernest POGO'S LAMB er <=" 
1.25 
This well-known series now includes the story of wool- along with a trip to 
a sheep ranch and simple details of ranch life. That part of the story is first rate; 
the intricacies of wool making remain intricacies. Heddles, leases, warps, battens, 
fallers, warp beams and such are terms too unusual to absorb in brief passage of a story. 
The end pages defied earnest attempts to decipher. Contrary to most fact books, however, 
the story structure was entertaining. List for reference as well as pleasure reading. (Publo) 


Wright, Wendell W. THE RAINBOW DICTIONARY ve ie 
3.50 
* s We want to report this more fully nearer publication date (August) but a peek 





at a dummy indicates an important item for your summer budget. There are some 2,500 
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entries - 1000 gay, colored illustrations - 432 pages, with good type, open layout, em- 
phasis on readability. There are three times the number of words as compared with Zhe 
volden Dictionary. The emphasis is on words tn use, which varies from the ordinary entry 
systeme This book will help children, even beginning readers, find the very part of 
speech on which they need information (as verb in common tense, past or present). Illus- 
trations, a simple explanation, the use in a sentence, all help clarify the definitions. 
We didn't like the pictures as well, perhaps, as Miss Elliott's in The Golden Dictionary, 
but they are gay and childlike and modern. In the finished book, the reproduction may 

be better than in these sample pages. Don't miss it. (8/25). 


FACT BOOKS FOR THE 8 to 11's 


Howard, Helen Littler HANNAH'S SOD HOUSE Caxton 
3 $3.00 


Perhaps the author is attempting to evoke her own childhood, but she makes 
it slow going, unlike our beloved ‘aura Ingalls Wilder, with her Little House in the 
Big Woods. Only earnest young readers in search of specific information will find this 
interesting, as the daily struggle of Hannah and her family in a sod house on the buffalo 
plains provides documentary material. The details need a core of story, which this seems 


to lack. (7/21) 




















TWELVE TO FIFTEEN-Fiction 








Headley, Elizabeth TAKE A CALL, TOPSY Macrae Smith 
$2.00 

Fifteen year old Theodora, popular High School girl, seems bent upon satisfy~ 
ing her ambition to be a dancer despite the disapproval of her family and friends. She 
finds she must give up other interests to concentrate on this goal, and she has good 
cause tc doubt the worth of the sacrifice. Failure and success and hard work and at 
last the consent of the family show that the road to success is no easy one. Topsy 
doesn't emerge with quite the lively charm of Gloria, in the Malvern book, or with the 
reality of Ellen in Lightning Strikes Twice, but it is a good tale and proves its point 
- that only hard workers need apply. Illustrated by Janet Smalley. (5/26) 











Maw, Margaret NIKOLINE'S CHOICE Oxford 
$2.50 

Good background reading in this story of life on a greasewood prairie in Utah, 
in 1880. Nikoline is the oldest chiid of Danish parents who have chosen harsh, demand-~ 
ing but free living in preference to the ease they had known in Europe. Nikoline and 
her sister and brothers are eager to achieve a home, citizenship, land of their own and 
education for the childreh, as well as the freedom to practise the faith of their choice. 
Nikoline manages to be a very convincing, human child who works very hard but loves to 
play, too. Her ambition is to become a teacher and her parents help as they can. Good 
family relations, interesting details of life in a little known area of pioneering en- 
deavor, strict but solid values. Schools and libraries. (Publ.) 








Atwater, Montgomery M. HANK WINTON, SMOKECHASER Random House at 
$2 #0 
Hank Winton, a senator's son, joins the forest ranger school, The 19-year old 
hero spends an exciting, informative though sometimes incredible period before he can 
satisfy his burning ambition to be aranger. He is assigned the worst watch tower; he 
proves he has what it takes; against unbelievable odds he attains the coveted rank. The 
book does a good job of glamorizing the job, without making it seem less epiteigg= or 
important than it is. Cooperation is stressed as a vital factor in a ranger's life. ¢ 
Unfortunately, Hank remains a somewhat wooden figure- in a good adventure tale. (7/4 
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Marsh, Irving To & Dutton 
Ehre, Edward - Eds. BEST SPORTS STORIES OF 1947 Oe 


As an annual, there will be requests for this collection, disappointing as it 
iso A few thrillers fail to raise it to the level of its forerunners. The stories fall 
into three categories:- news coverage, feature stories, magazine stories. There are se- 
veral good baseball stories, a few on football, only adequate coverage on other sports, 
with Lethal Lightning, the story of the Louis-Conn fight, alone outstanding. (Re 
in adult section-P. 230) (5/27) 


Giles, Barbara THE GENTLE BUSH Harcourt, Brace 
$3050 

This is a family story of the venerated Durel's of Bienville, Louisiana- a 
story of the South, minus glamorizing, a picture of Southerners in rounded terms. Michel 
dominates the family, overriding other members of the clan, including his brother, whose 
methods with the land and the people he will not tolerate. When Michel is forced to sell 
his inheritance, he takes his liberalism into the broader fields of journalism. Parallel- 
ing the conflict between the brothers, there's the romance of their cousin, Felice, who 
dares to marry a Cajun. There's romance and pageantry, nostalgia without sentimentality, 
flavorful reminiscing about the past. Full-flavored period and regional novel, an ex- 
citing "first". (Full report P. 222.) (5/1) 


Shaw, Harry & Davis, Ruth~ fds. AMERICANS ALL Harpg 
$3.90 

An exceptionally interesting collection of short stories, scarcely a second 

rate story in the lot,- human pieces about the peoples that make up the melting pot that 

is America. There are big names among the contributors, but the main factor is the qua- 

lity of the stories, that in their totality present Americans inthe making. Some of 

the material is fictional, some autobiographical. There's humor, romance, sentiment, 

rls 9s hema de An excellent cross section of good reading for all ages. (Full-report P. 224) 

(6/ 18) 


Bond, Raymond To £d, FAMOUS STORIES OF CODE AND CIPHER Rinehart 
$3.50 
| 
A wisely and widely selected collection of short stories which provide mental 
sport and satisfaction and which derive their solutions from codes, ciphers or crypto- 
gramse Authors past and current- representing the more classical, current genre of mys- 
tery fiction, ranging from Poe to Austin Freeman. (Full report P. 223) (6/5) 


Ekrem, Selma ° TURKEY Scribner 
by 7h 
Ww & of’ 


One of the World Background Books, this is the story of Turkey, old and newo 
Much in the public news at this time, the book should prove useful as background and 
general interest reading, for adults as well as the upper teens for whom it is designed. 
The author is Turkish. She conveys a nice feeling of appreciation and respect for the 
tradition and goals. Old Turkey, with its picturesque customs; New Turkey with the 
struggle for Westernization and emancipation is simply presented without attempting to 
discuss the intricate problems of the political scene beyond brief summary. Maps, many 
photographic illustrations, even some tempting recipes add to sense of vitality. Well 
bound in cloth - sturdy paper=- index- 186 pages. Excellent library material. (Publ. ) 


Loomis, Andrew CREATIVE ILLUSTRATION Viking 
$10.00 
The author of !tgure Writing and Fun With a Pencil continues his instructive 
series with an informative book that presupposes some experience and considerable ability 
to draw. Fundamentals in the field of illustration, of commercial art; examination of 
line, tone, color, subjects, ideas. He stresses the creation of good pictures and ex- 
plores the types of work available for illustrators. A handsome book, with the author's 
own drawings, and 22 pages of full color illustrations. A working course in one field of 
art. Valuable as a vocational book. (Full report P. 212) (677) Gn pm 
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